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Hollywood 

by Janet Hardy-Gould 

(Adapted book. Beginner level) 

 

 

CHAPTER 1 

The place and the movies 

What do you think of when you hear the word 'Hollywood'? Do you think of 

wonderful films like Lord of the Rings, Star Wars, Titanic, or Gone with the Wind? Or 

exciting film stars like Johnny Depp, Will Smith, and Marilyn Monroe? Perhaps you 

remember the Hollywood sign in big letters in the hills or you think of famous roads 

like Sunset Boulevard or Hollywood Boulevard. 

Hollywood is different things to different people. Firstly, it is a place in California 

in the west of the United States. But it is not a town, it is part of the big city of Los An-

geles. 

Los Angeles is the second biggest city in the United States and it has nearly four 

million people. About 200,000 of them live in Hollywood in the northwest of the city. 

Of course, Hollywood is not only a place. When we talk about a new Hollywood 

movie or the latest Hollywood star, we are talking about the American film industry. It 

is the most famous film industry in the world with a long and interesting story. Today, 

most movies are made near Hollywood, not in it. But everybody calls them Hollywood 

films (and 'films' and 'movies' are the same thing). 
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Hollywood is not only famous for films. It is an important place for the music, 

television, and radio industry. The television show Hannah Montana with the singer 

Miley Cyrus was made at a TV studio in Hollywood. 

The movie industry began in Hollywood in the early twentieth century. Filmmak-

ers came from across the United States and made films here. But why did people first 

move to Hollywood? What was different about this small place in California? 

 

CHAPTER 2 

The village 

Today, Hollywood is a part of Los Angeles with many cars, shops, and hotels. But 

in 1853, there was nothing here, only one small house and lots of tall cactuses. At first, 

this place had the name Nopalera, after the many Nopal cactus plants here. 

By 1870, farmers began to move to the area and they called it the Cahuenga Val-

ley. This part of California is famous for its nice weather. The Santa Monica mountains 

to the north stop the wind. There are more than 260 days of sun every year but only 

thirty-seven days of rain. It is not cold in winter and it does not usually go under seven 

degrees Celsius here. 
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These early farmers brought orange and other trees with them and the trees did 

well in the warm sun here. Soon, more people heard about the beautiful Cahuenga Val-

ley and its wonderful weather. 

 

 

Early days in Hollywood 

 

One man, Harvey Wilcox, and his wife Daeida, often visited the area on a Sunday. 

They loved the quiet roads with their green trees. Harvey bought land in the valley and 

he made it into smaller parts. He wanted to sell the land to people for houses. 

In early 1887, Daeida went to see her family in a different part of the United 

States. On her visit, she met a woman. This woman talked happily about her home and 

her land near Chicago - it was called Hollywood. Daeida loved this name and she could 

not forget it. 

When Daeida arrived home, she told Harvey about it at once. Harvey liked the 

name too so he gave the name Hollywood to their land in the Cahuenga Valley. And so 

Hollywood got its name, people think. 

By 1900, 500 people lived in the area and there was a small hotel, some shops, 

and a newspaper, The Cahuenga Suburban. The most important street was called Pro-

spect Avenue. It was a quiet street with trees and gardens along it. 

In 1903, a bigger and more beautiful hotel was built. This was the famous Holly-

wood Hotel, and it had thirty-three rooms for visitors. Soon, rich people came to the ar-

ea. They bought land and built nice houses with wonderful gardens. 
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Hollywood Hotel 

 

Of course, all these gardens and trees needed water and Hollywood did not have 

much at this time. So in 1910, the area became a part of Los Angeles and it began to 

take some of its water from the city. At this time, Prospect Avenue changed its name to 

Hollywood Boulevard. 

By 1910, 5,000 people lived in the village of Hollywood. But soon new people ar-

rived from all over the United States and other parts of the world. What did they want 

and why did they come here? 

 

CHAPTER 3 

The early days 

The story of the moving picture began in the late nineteenth century with a num-

ber of different inventions. In June 1878, a British man called Eadweard Muybridge 

made a moving picture of a horse in Palo Alto, California. In the early 1890s, W. K. L. 

Dickson and Thomas Edison of the New York Edison Company made two inventions, 

the Kinetograph and the Kinetoscope. The Kinetograph was a big moving picture cam-

era and the Kinetoscope projected the moving pictures in a box. But only one person at 

a time could watch these pictures. 
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Muybridge’s photos 

 

Soon after, in March 1895, the Lumiere brothers showed people in France a new 

invention, the Cinematographe. This was a moving picture camera, but it recorded and 

projected the moving pictures too. It was better than the Kinetograph because it was 

smaller and a lot of people could watch the pictures at once. 

The new moving pictures or 'movies' were very popular. At first, people watched 

them in places like hotels or shops. The movies were not very long, they were often 

under a minute! In the 1895 film The Sea by the Lumiere brothers, there were moving 

pictures of people in the sea. The movie was only 38 seconds long! 
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Looking into Kinescope 

 

By the early 1900s, there were better moving picture inventions and a number of 

these were under the name of the New York Edison Company. But people needed to 

give money to Edison when they used their new cameras or projectors. When filmmak-

ers worked in the New York area, men from the Edison Company sometimes arrived 

and took away their cameras! So people in the early film industry moved far from New 

York to places like California. 

In 1910, the director D. W. Griffith from the Biograph film company of New York 

came to California with some famous actors - Lionel Barrymore, Mary Pickford, and 

Lillian Gish. He made a film in Los Angeles but he looked for other interesting places 

too. 

One day, Griffith visited the village of Hollywood. It was a truly wonderful place 

for a film, he thought. The people were friendly to film makers, the weather was good, 

and there were interesting things near here too like hills and mountains. 

Griffith made the first movie in Hollywood in February 1910. It was about Cali-

fornia in the nineteenth century and it was called In Old California. Like all films at this 

time, it was a silent movie - actors did not speak in films for another twenty years. At 

seventeen minutes, it was not very long but it had a story! 
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Other filmmakers learned about Hollywood and the first film studio was built on 

Sunset Boulevard in 1911 by the Nestor Motion Picture Company. The director Cecil 

B. DcMille opened a studio in Hollywood in 1913. 

In 1914 DcMille made the first Hollywood feature film - a long film with a story. 

It was called The Squaw Man and it was seventy-four minutes long. The movie was 

made for 15,000 dollars but it made nearly 250,000 dollars in the new movie theaters 

across the country. There was money in these moving pictures! People quickly under-

stood this. 

 

 

Director D. W. Griffith (in white hat) making a film 

 

Everybody loved the silent movies; the stories were easy and there was exciting 

music too. People could not hear the actors speak but they could often read their words 

under the pictures.  

Soon, actors and directors from across the world came to Hollywood. 

One young British actor, Charlie Chaplin, arrived here in the spring of 1913 and 

his first film Making a Living came out in 1914. In his next film, people met Chaplin's 

famous character 'the Tramp' with his big trousers, small coat, and black hat. Everybody 

laughed at his sorry face. 
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Charlie Chaplin 

 

The Tramp was a very popular silent movie character and Chaplin became famous 

all over the world. But he was not only an actor - he wrote stories and music for films, 

and he was a director too. Chaplin opened a studio in Hollywood in 1917 and many of 

his movies like The Gold Rush of 1925 were filmed here. 

In 1917, a 22-year-old Italian man came to Hollywood. 

Directors liked his wonderful dark hair and his beautiful brown eyes, and he soon 

had small parts in silent movies. In the 1920s, he was the star of popular films like 

Blood and Sand. Women all over the world loved him and they cried at his films. What 

was his name? Rudolph Valentino!  

Valentino was one of the first movie stars. Photographers ran after him in the 

street and his picture was always in the newspapers. He lived like a true Hollywood star 

and often stayed in the Hollywood Hotel, always in room number 264! 

In 1918, a company built expensive houses on the hills near Hollywood Boule-

vard. This was Whitley Heights, the world's first village for the stars. Valentino moved 

here in 1922 and it was later home to many famous people. 

But in August 1926, Valentino suddenly became ill and died. He was only thir-

ty-one years old. When his body went through the streets of New York, 100,000 people 

came and said goodbye. Friends later brought his body home to the cemetery in Holly-

wood. 
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Rudolph Valentino 

 

By 1925, 130,000 people lived in Hollywood and over 800 movies were made 

here every year. Nearly all films were black and white in the 1920s, but the first color 

Hollywood feature film The Toll of the Sea came out in 1922. People could see the ac-

tors in color but they still could not hear their voices. But in 1927, things changed and 

many actors were not happy! 

 

CHAPTER 4 

The big studios 

In 1927, the big Hollywood movie was The Jazz Singer with actor Al Jolson. 

Across the United States, film directors talked about it, newspapers wrote about it, and 

everybody wanted to see it. But what was important about this new film? 
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When people went to see The Jazz Singer, they could hear the actors' voices. It 

was one of the first 'talkies' and it changed the movie world. Directors did not suddenly 

stop making silent films, but by 1929, most Hollywood studios made talkies. 

For silent movie actors the change was not easy. Some had bad voices and others 

could not remember their words. A number of silent stars lost all their work and never 

made a film again. Later, the wonderful 2011 French film The Artist looked back at this 

time in Hollywood.  

By the late 1920s, there were twenty film studios in Hollywood. The most im-

portant were called 'the Big Five'. They were Twentieth Century Fox, MGM, RKO, 

Warner Bros., and Paramount Pictures. They owned buildings in Hollywood but they 

began to build studios in the valleys near here too. 

 

 

 

These studios were very important at this time. They made about 90 per cent of 

the feature films in the United States and they owned nearly all the movie theaters too. 

When Paramount opened a new movie theater, for example, that theater could only 

show Paramount films. 

The studios often showed films for the first time at Hollywood movie theaters. 

These first nights or 'premieres' were sometimes at the famous Grauman's Chinese The-

atre on Hollywood Boulevard. Like many movie theaters, it was beautiful and very big; 

2,258 people could watch movies there. 

The studios had long contracts with their stars, and actors often stayed with their 

studio for years. MGM had the actors Clark Gable, Jean Harlow, and Greta Garbo. 

When people saw them in a film, they understood at once - it was an MGM movie. 
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Thousands of people worked for the studios - writers, directors, drivers, builders, 

and of course actors. There were famous stars, and also extras - actors with very small 

parts. The director Cecil B. DeMille was famous for his epics - long, expensive films 

with lots of music and hundreds of extras, like his film Cleopatra in 1934. 

People from across the world came to Hollywood. They all wanted one thing - to 

become a film star! They worked in old hotels or cheap shops and then looked for work 

in the movies. Many went to a company called Central Casting on Hollywood Boule-

vard. Central Casting found extras for all the big films. In the late 1920s, the names of 

17,000 people were on its books. 

The world of Hollywood was not easy. Only a small number of directors and stars 

made a lot of money. In the early 1930s, there was the Great Depression in the United 

States. Companies closed and people were without work. At first, things were not bad 

in Hollywood but by 1933, shops and hotels closed here too. 

But movie theaters were popular in the Great Depression. 

When audiences watched a movie, they could forget everything for an hour or 

two. There were different types of films. Every type had its usual story and audiences 

understood these. One type of movie was the horror film. People loved to feel afraid 

when they saw these! 

In 1931, the first big talkie horror film came out. It was Dracula with the Hungar-

ian actor Bela Lugosi. His dark eyes, white face, and slow, cold voice became famous 

and soon he was the star of many Hollywood horror films like Son of Frankenstein. 

 

Bela Lugosi 
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In the 1930s, Hollywood made musicals - films with music and singing too. Two 

famous actors in musicals were Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. But they did not only 

sing, they danced beautifully too. Their 1935 film Top Hat has one of the most famous 

dances in the story of Hollywood. 

Not all Hollywood films had actors in them. A young man called Walt Disney 

moved to Hollywood in 1923 and opened a cartoon studio. He made small black and 

white cartoons here with his brother. 

In 1934, they began a new type of cartoon, a color feature film called Snow White 

and the Seven Dwarfs. They finished the film three years later, in 1937. When it came 

out, the audiences loved everything about it - the music, the story, and the beautiful 

colors. 

 

 

 

Two big color movies opened in 1939. One was the MGM film The Wizard of Oz. 

The story came from a popular book by L. Frank Baum and it was made into a musical 

with actress Judy Garland. Her character, Dorothy, wore famous red shoes in the film. 

The actors in this movie all had exciting costumes and make-up. Many of them 

needed to arrive at the MGM studios at five o'clock every morning and stay for hours in 

the costume and make-up area! 
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The second film came from a book too - Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitch-

ell. The movie was about the war in the United States in the nineteenth century (1861 - 

65) and it was a true epic. It had fifty actors with speaking parts, 2,400 extras, 1,100 

horses, and it was three hours and fifty-eight minutes long! 

 

 

 

Millions of people saw Vivien Leigh and Clark Gable in this exciting love story. 

At the time, Gone with the Wind was the longest feature film and it made more money 

than any other film too. 

1939 was the best year for films from Hollywood studios, people say. But in the 

1940s the part played by the studios changed. 
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CHAPTER 5 

Changes at the studios 

The Second World War from 1939 to 1945 was important in the story of Holly-

wood. In the years before the war, many European people from Jewish families arrived 

here because of problems in their countries. Two of these were the directors Fritz Lang 

and Billy Wilder. 

Between 1939 and 1945, Hollywood made lots of war movies. People can easily 

forget most of these but everybody remembers one black and white film. This is Casa-

blanca from 1942 with Humphrey Bogart and the Swedish actress Ingrid Bergman. It is 

a love story in the dark world of war. 

Not all movies were about war. One 1941 film, Citizen Kane, was about Charles 

Foster Kane, a rich newspaper owner. Many people call it the best Hollywood film of 

all time. The writer, director, and most important actor was Orson Welles. He was only 

twenty-five years old! 

Hollywood moved away from the happy films of the 1930s. The new movies were 

often detective stories with bad, cold characters. They were made in black and white 

with the actors' faces sometimes half in the dark. People later called this type of movie 

'film noir'. 

 

 

Film noir 
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One film noir was the 1946 movie Notorious with Ingrid Bergman and Cary 

Grant. This exciting film or 'thriller' had a British director, Alfred Hitchcock. He made 

many Hollywood thrillers and he was famous for his very small part in every film. 

In 1948, the US government made a big change in the film industry. Studios could 

not own movie theaters and show only their films in them. From this time, the studios 

stopped making lots of films every year and they stopped their long contracts with the 

big stars too. This was the end of the wonderful days for the Hollywood studios. 

The studios had a different problem too. This time it was not the government. It 

was a new thing in people's houses - the television. In 1950, about six million US 

homes had a TV and by 1960, 60 million homes had one. Now, some people stopped 

going to the movies every week. 

Many old Hollywood film studios began to make TV shows. Some studios made 

bigger, more exciting films too, all in wonderful color. And epics were popular again. 

In 1959, there was the 15 million dollar movie Ben-Hur about Rome long ago. It was by 

the director William Wyler. This movie with actor Charlton Heston was made over 

seven years with 8,000 extras and 100,000 costumes! 

In the 1950s, people wanted to forget the dark war years. They were interested in 

happy films again like Disney's 1950 cartoon Cinderella or the 1952 musical Singin' in 

the Rain with actor Gene Kelly. In 1959, audiences laughed for hours at Some Like it 

Hot by director Billy Wilder. The film had the actors Tony Curtis and Jack Lemmon 

and a beautiful 32-year-old actress, Marilyn Monroe. She became one of the most fa-

mous faces of Hollywood, but died in 1962 when she was only thirty-six. 
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Other Hollywood stars died young too. One actor, James Dean, was called 'the 

first American teenager'. He was in only three films, most importantly the 1955 movie 

Rebel Without a Cause. 

But he died suddenly in a car accident before the film came out. He was twen-

ty-four years old. 

Music for teenagers became a new industry. Music companies opened in Holly-

wood and studios soon made movies with singers like Elvis Presley. Excited teenagers 

stood and danced in movie theaters when they saw his films like Jailhouse Rock in 

1957. 

 

 

But the 1960s was a bad time for the Hollywood film industry. The expensive 

1963 epic Cleopatra with Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor lost a lot of money and 

that year was the worst for the US film industry. Only 121 films were made. 

Many old Hollywood studios had money problems and they sold their buildings, 

land, and wonderful costumes too. In 1970, MGM sold two of Dorothy's beautiful red 

shoes from The Wizard of Oz for 15,000 dollars. 

By the 1970s, Hollywood was a different place from the 1940s. A big road now 

went through the area and the Whitley Heights village was in two halves. Many old 

buildings were no longer there. In 1956, builders took down the Hollywood Hotel, once 

home to Rudolph Valentino. 
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When visitors came to Hollywood in the 1970s, many did not like the area. They 

found dirty streets, bad hotels, and cheap shops. Most film stars now lived in other parts 

of Los Angeles like Beverly Hills. The old world of Hollywood was dead. 

 

CHAPTER 6 

New Hollywood 

By 1970, there was only one big film studio in Hollywood. That was Paramount 

Pictures. All the others were in places in the Los Angeles area like Burbank. 

In the 1970s, new directors came to Hollywood like Francis Ford Coppola, Martin 

Scorsese, and George Lucas. They went to film school and they were interested in Ital-

ian and French movies from the 1960s. 

One young director, Steven Spielberg, made a thriller called Jaws about a shark in 

the sea near a small American town. This 1975 film was very expensive at 9 million 

dollars. It came out at a popular time of year - the summer - and it opened in about 450 

movie theaters at once. Jaws was a new type of film - a 'blockbuster'. These films need 

a lot of money - but they make a lot of money too, and are very popular. 

One 1977 blockbuster changed the film world. This was the science fiction movie 

Star Wars by George Lucas. 

 

 

Movie ‘Star Wars’ by George Lucas 

 

It became famous for its characters and special effects. Many of these special ef-

fects were made with computers and people called these moving pictures 'computer 

generated imagery' or CGI. 
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After audiences saw Star Wars, they could go to the shops and buy Star Wars 

things too. It was one of the first films with merchandizing. There were Star Wars pens, 

watches, clocks, bags, and many other things! 

In 1972, the Philips company began to sell home video recorders for about 2,000 

dollars and families could watch Hollywood movies at home. Home videos made lots of 

money for the movie industry. When Steven Spielberg's 1982 blockbuster E.T. the Ex-

tra-Terrestrial went to video, it made more than 75 million dollars in the United States. 

 

 

E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial 

 

One type of movie had merchandizing and was very popular on video. This was 

the superhero film, like the blockbusters Superman in 1978 and Superman II in 1980. 

Later, in 1989, there was the first of a number of big Batman films, and in the 2000s the 

X-Men movies. 

In the 1990s, there were big changes in the movie world. Firstly, many movie the-

aters had a number of rooms now and they could show more than one film at once. This 

was called a 'multiplex'. The world's biggest multiplex opened in Madrid, Spain in 

1998. It could show twenty-five different films at once, to 9,200 people! 

New digital technology was important for filmmakers. Directors could now put 

Hollywood actors into old films. The 1994 film Forrest Gump showed Tom Hanks with 

famous people from earlier times like John F. Kennedy. Other movies like the 1996 

science fiction film Independence Day were made truly exciting with CGI pictures too. 

The biggest 1990s movie was Titanic. This 1997 blockbuster by director James 

Cameron with Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet told the story of the last days of the 
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ship the Titanic. It was then Hollywood's most expensive film of all time at about 200 

million dollars, and it made the most money too, 1.8 billion dollars across the world. 

Digital technology came into the home too in the late 1990s. People stopped using 

videos and they bought DVD players. DVDs had a better picture and often showed 

more things from the film. 

Cartoons changed with the new technology and studios began to make cartoons 

with computers in the late 1990s and 2000s. There were the four Shrek films all with 

the exciting Shrek characters, the Toy Story films, and Finding Nemo. 

When a movie was popular like Shrek, the studios often made a film series - a 

number of different films about the characters. Other film series at this time were Pi-

rates of the Caribbean, Harry Potter, and The Twilight Saga. 

In the early years of the twenty-first century, film companies made more movies 

in 3D. Of course, 3D technology was not new. Audiences watched 3D films in the 

1950s but the 3D glasses were not very good and people could not see the 3D pictures 

well. 

In 2009, everybody wanted to see one film in 3D, James Cameron's science fiction 

movie Avatar. After only three weeks, it made more money than his earlier blockbuster 

Titanic. 3D films are not always popular with audiences, but some movie companies 

like them very much. Are there going to be a lot of 3D films in the future? We can only 

wait and see. 

 

CHAPTER 7 

Outside Hollywood 

Not all Hollywood films are made in the United States. Directors sometimes take 

their actors to a different country because it is important for the story. In the 1950s, 

there were Hollywood films in cities like Paris or Rome, for example, the 1953 love 

story Roman Holiday with Gregory Peck and Audrey Hepburn. 

Other directors are looking for a good place for their science fiction film or horror 

movie and they find this place in a different country. Parts of four Star Wars films were 

filmed in Tunisia, the three Lord of the Rings movies were made in New Zealand, some 

of The Bourne Legacy was filmed in South Korea, and parts of The Twilight Saga: 

Breaking Dawn were made in Brazil. 

Sometimes Hollywood movie companies go to other countries because it is 

cheaper. Some governments want to bring filmmakers to their country because it gives 

work to their film industry. These governments often give money to the movie compa-

nies when they make films in their countries. Some Hollywood films are now filmed in 

Canada or perhaps Australia, Hungary, Germany, or the UK. 
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The US film industry makes about five hundred films every year, but it is not the 

world's biggest filmmaker. India makes more than a thousand feature films every year 

and many of these are made in 'Bollywood'. 

Bollywood is not a place; it is the name for the film industry in Mumbai, the big-

gest city in India. In Bollywood films people speak in Hindi. People began to use the 

name Bollywood in the 1970s and it comes from two different words. These are Bom-

bay, the old name for Mumbai, and Hollywood. 

Bollywood films are very popular in India and other countries. In 2009, people 

across the world bought 3.6 million tickets for Bollywood films. In that year, people 

bought 2.6 million tickets for Hollywood films. 

Bollywood films are different from Hollywood films because there is always mu-

sic and singing in them. When a new Bollywood movie comes out, people often buy the 

music and listen to it at home. 

In India and other countries, Bollywood film stars are more important than any 

Hollywood stars. For example, the actor Shah Rukh Khan is in more than seventy Bol-

lywood films and he is one of the biggest stars in India.  

 

CHAPTER 8 

The Oscars 

Every year in late February or early March, movie stars come to the Dolby Thea-

tre on Hollywood Boulevard. The women wear beautiful dresses and the men put on 

expensive suits. Hundreds of photographers take pictures of them when they walk 

slowly into the theater. Why are they here? It is time for the Oscar award ceremony! 

The true name of the Oscar ceremony is the Academy Awards Ceremony. In the 

1920s, a number of important Hollywood people wanted to give awards in the new 

world of film and they had their first ceremony in 1929. They gave out fifteen statu-

ettes. These were later called Oscars. 

Now, there are more than twenty Oscars. The most famous Oscars are for the best 

actor and best actress, and the best picture. But there are other Oscars, for example, for 

the best costumes, and best hair and make-up too. 

Katharine Hepburn has the most Best Actress Oscars with four, and Daniel 

Day-Lewis has the most Best Actor Oscars with three. The films with the most Oscars 

are Ben-Hur, Titanic, and The Lord of the Rings, all with eleven Oscars. The oldest and 

youngest winners of an Oscar for acting are Christopher Plummer, at eighty-two, and 

Tatum O'Neal, at ten. 

One Oscar is for the Best Foreign Language Film - for films not in English. Italy 

is the country with the most movies with this Oscar. For example, the film Life Is 
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Beautiful won the 1998 Oscar. Other movies with this Oscar are All About My Mother 

by Spanish director Pedro Almodovar, Kolya by Czech director Jan Sverak, and Oku-

ribito by Japanese director Takita Yojiro. 

When a person wins an Oscar, they come to the front of the theater and take the 

Oscar statuette. Of course, the winners then need to say something - make a speech! 

Actress Greer Garson gave the longest speech in 1943 at five and a half minutes. Now 

the winners cannot speak for longer than forty-five seconds. The quickest speeches 

were from actor William Holden in 1954 and director Alfred Hitchcock in 1968. They 

said two words: 'Thank you'! 

 

CHAPTER 9 

Grauman's Chinese Theatre 

Grauman's Chinese Theatre at 6925 Hollywood Boulevard is perhaps the most 

famous of the 'old Hollywood' places. Its name comes from Sid Grauman, one of its 

first owners. Grauman opened it in 1927 with the film stars Douglas Fairbanks and 

Mary Pickford. In 2013, it changed its name to TCL Chinese Theatre, but many people 

use the old name. 

Visitors to Grauman's always go to the front of the movie theater. There outside 

the building they can see the names and prints of nearly 200 famous people in concrete. 

They are mostly prints of hands and feet. 

 

 

Grauman's Chinese Theatre 

 

There are different stories about the first footprint. One is about a star of silent 

films called Norma Talmadge, a friend of Sid Grauman's. One day in 1927, she stopped 

her car in front of the theater and she put her foot into some new concrete by accident. 
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This made a footprint. Soon after, Sid Grauman began to ask other stars for their foot-

prints in ceremonies at the theater. 

 

 

 

Later, there were the prints of stars and directors like Cecil B. DeMille 1941, John 

Wayne 1950, Marilyn Monroe 1953, Tom Cruise 1992, Samuel L. Jackson 2006, and 

Robert Pattinson and other Twilight actors in 2011. 

Some prints are a little different. Betty Grable left the print of her famously beau-

tiful legs in 1943, and Whoopi Goldberg did a print of her hair in 1995. There are the 

1984 prints of the Disney character Donald Duck and his 'voice' Clarence Nash too! 

Many visitors to Grauman's take photos of the famous sidewalk along Hollywood 

Boulevard and Vine Street too. This is called the Hollywood Walk of Fame. There are 

more than 2,400 stars with people's names along 2.1 kilometres of sidewalk. 
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The stars are for singers, actors, directors, and people from the early days of mov-

ing pictures, like Thomas Edison and the Lumiere brothers. And there are stars for ani-

mal actors, like Lassie the dog! 

When a famous person dies, people come to their star on the Hollywood Walk of 

Fame. When Elizabeth Taylor died on 23 March 2011, people put flowers and photo-

graphs on her star. 

 

CHAPTER 10 

A visit to Hollywood 

Hollywood is now a nicer place than in the 1970s and millions of people come 

here every year. In some streets, visitors can look up and see the famous Hollywood 

sign, 14 metres tall. This was built in 1923 on Mount Lee, part of the Hollywood Hills. 

It was a sign for an area of new houses and at first, it said 'Hollywoodland'. But in 

1949, it lost 'land' and became 'Hollywood'. Over the years, the sign became very old, 

so in 1978 a number of film stars gave a lot of money for it. Now it looks better again. 

Visitors interested in Hollywood stars go to the Hollywood Forever Cemetery. 

Many actors and directors are here like Douglas Fairbanks, Cecil B. DeMille, Norma 

Talmadge, and Rudolph Valentino. 

There are famous stories about Valentino. After he died on 23 August 1926, a 

woman in a black dress visited the cemetery every year on 23 August. She put red 

flowers on Valentino's name. 
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You can find wonderful photos of old Hollywood at the Lasky-DeMille Barn. This 

studio is important because DeMille made the first Hollywood feature film here in 

1914. It is across the street from the Hollywood Bowl. There you can sit and listen to 

music under the night sky. 

For families, there is Universal Studios near Hollywood. It has over four million 

visitors every year. Universal is a working film studio, but there are many other things 

to do and see. When visitors arrive, they sit on a little train and then go through differ-

ent places from famous films, like Hitchcock's Psycho and Spielberg's War of the 

Worlds. 

Often visitors want to see movie stars but this is not always easy. Many do not live 

in Hollywood. When they go out, they often arrive in a car with black windows. Per-

haps the best times to see them are premieres or the ceremonies for a new star on the 

Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

 

CHAPTER 11 

Changing 

Hollywood 

In the early 1900s, nobody knew about the quiet village of Hollywood. But in 

1910 the first film makers arrived and then the studios opened. By the 1920s, it was 

more famous for movies than any other place. Soon, when people talked about the 

American film industry, they said one word - Hollywood. 

Over a hundred years after Hollywood began, its films never stop being popular. 

In 2011, Hollywood films sold 32.6 billion dollars in movie theater tickets across the 

world. Hollywood movies are becoming more popular in countries like China with 2 

billion dollars in tickets sold there in that year. 

But of course, Hollywood has problems too. People do not always watch films at 

the movie theater, on TV, or on DVD now. Some watch the latest Hollywood films on 

the internet, and sometimes this is free. This loses Hollywood billions of dollars, some 

people say, and it is very bad for the movie industry in the years to come. 

But Hollywood is built on a long and truly wonderful story of famous actors, di-

rectors, and film studios and it is not going to stop any time soon! 

 

- THE END - 

Hope you have enjoyed the reading! 

Come back to http://adapted-english-books.site to find more fascinating  

and exciting stories! 
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